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Figure 19: Occupancy rate in Indian prisons		
The following graphs shows the rising prison populations across states and the inevitably rising national 
occupancy rates over the decade. 
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19a. India: Prisons capacity and population	

19c. Prison occupancy and undertrials as of December 2021		
The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) classifies 120% overcrowding as ‘critical’ and 150% as ‘extreme.’ This table maps the 
occupancy across prisons in the country. The bars below reflect the high share of undertrials in the the different ranges of occupancy across states.

Graphic shows occupancy at the upper end of the band.

19b. National prison occupancy
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Goa
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Mizoram

Nagaland
Odisha
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Gujarat
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Karnataka
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Very high
120% to 150% occupancy

Bihar
Chhattisgarh

Haryana
Jammu & Kashmir

Jharkhand
Maharashtra

Severe
150% to 185% occupancy
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Delhi
Madhya Pradesh
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Uttar Pradesh
Uttarakhand

Note: States/Union Territories arranged in alphabetical order within category.	
Source: Prison Statistics India			 

70% to 96% 61% to 91% 60% to 91%48% to 100%

Share of undertrials in inmate population

Prisons


