
Procedural Framework 
for Children in Conflict 
with the Law

The stages of the processes for CCLs can be  
broadly categorised by the type of offence

Petty  
Offences

Offences for which 
the maximum 
punishment is 
imprisonment  
up to three years.

Serious  
Offences 

Offences for which 
the punishment 
imprisonment 
between three to 
seven years

Heinous 
Offences

Offences for which 
the punishment 
imprisonment of 
seven years or 
more

Police 
contact  
with child

Release by police

Nature of 
offence

No FIR

Heinous
Police files FIR (Rule 8(1), 
JJ Model Rules2016)

CWPO prepares the Social Background Report  
(SBR) (Rule 8(1) & (5), JJ Model Rules 2016)

CWPO submits the Diary/FIR and SBR to  
Juvenile Justice Board

Produce child before the JJB

Police records in general diary 
(Rule 8(1), JJ Model Rules 2016)

Serious

A child shall only be apprehended by the police if a heinous 
offence is allegedly committed by the child or it is in best 
interest of the child. (Rule 8(1), JJ Model Rules 2016)

SBR - Report 
containing 
background and 
details of the child, 
the alleged offence 
and circumstances of
apprehension 
(Rule 2(xvi), JJ Model 
Rules, 2016)

In case the JJB 
is not in sitting, 
the child alleged 
to be in conflict 
with law shall be 
produced before a 
single member of 
the Board (Section 
7(2), JJ Act 2015)

Sent to Observation Home or Place  
of Safety till Production before JJB 
(Section 12(1), JJ Act 2015)

An order disposing the 
case if on consideration, 
the case seems 
unfounded or the child 
is allegedly involved in 
petty offences

An order giving the 
custody of the child 
to: a) An Observation 
Home b) A place of 
safety c) A fit facility or 
a fit person.

An order  
of bail

Referring the child to the 
Child Welfare Committee 
(CWC) where it appears 
to the Board that the child 
is in need of care and 
protection

Release under
supervision of Probation 
Officer / Fit Person

Release on bail

SJPU/CWPO
assesses the
situation

CWPO Informs the
parents/guardian,
probation officer,
Case worker or Child
Welfare Officer and
DLSA (Rule 8(2) & 
(3) JJ Model Rules 
2016)

The Board passes necessary orders (Rule 10, JJ Model Rules 2016)

Upon apprehension by police, any child who has allegedly committed an offence shall be released on bail by the police, with or 
without surety, except when it is in the best interest of child to keep him/her in detention. Such child shall be placed under the 
charge of the Probation Officer or under the care of any fit person (Section 12(1), JJ Act 2015)

The Board must assess the SBR; the circumstances of apprehending 
the child and offence alleged to have been committed

Stage 1  |  The First 24 Hours Institutions Process Order/Judgment  

Institutions Process Order/Judgment  

Stage 2  |  On First Production before JJB Institutions Process Order/Judgment  

Petty
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Petty Offences

Serious Offences
(committed by children
under 18 years)

JJB seeks a Social Investigation Report (SIR) prepared by the Child Welfare Officer (CWO) or Probation Officer or a 
social worker to prepare - to be submitted within 15 days from date offirst production (Section 8(3), JJ Act 2015)

Continue Inquiry by JJB

Pass orders to treat child 
as adult and transfer to 
Children’s Court (Section 
18(3) JJ Act 2015)

Age Inquiry within 15 days of medical test

Preliminary Assessment by Board within 3 months from date of  
first production (Section 15, JJ Act 2016)

JJB seeks from CWPO/Probation Officer or social worker to prepare  
a Social Investigation Report (SIR) - to be submitted within 15 days  
from date of first production (Section8(3), JJ Act 2015) 

Heinous Offences
(committed by children
under 16 years)

Heinous Offences
(committed by children
between 16-18 years)

Inquiry is to be completed in 4 months from 
date of first production (max 6 months with 
reasons in writing) (Section 14(2), JJ Act 2015)

Statement of witnesses  
(within 1 month of first production)

Complete Inquiry 
and orders by JJB
(Section 18, JJ Act 
2015)

Complete Inquiry 
and orders by JJB
(Section 18, JJ Act 
2015)

Complete Inquiry 
and orders by JJB
(Section 18, JJ Act 
2015)

Allow the child to go home after  
advice or admonition

Direct the child to participatein  
group counselling and similar activities

Order the child to perform community
service under the supervision of an 
organisation or institution, or a  
specified person

Order the child or parents or the  
guardian of the child to pay fine

Direct the child to be released on  
probation of good conduct and placed under 
the care of a parent/guardian/fit person 
executing a bond, with or without surety, for 
any period not exceeding three years

Direct the child to be released on probation of 
good conduct and placed under supervision 
of a fit facility for any period not exceeding 
three years

Direct the child to be sent to a special home, 
for a period not exceeding three years

Direct the child to be sent to a place of  
safety till the age of twenty-one  
(Rule 13(8)(iii), JJ Model Rules 2016)

Inquiry is to be completed in 
4 months from date of first 
production (max 6 months 
with reasons in writing) 
(Section 14(2), JJ Act 2015)

Statement of witnesses (within 
1 month of first production)

Children’s Court may find there is no 
need for trial of child as an adult and 
conduct the inquiry as if it were a JJB 
(Rule 13(7), JJ Model Rules 2016)

Children’s Court may find a need for 
trial of child as an adult (Rule 13(7),  
JJ Model Rules 2016)

Inquiry is to be completed in 6 months from date of first production. If it is not completed, proceedings will stand terminated (Section 14(4), JJ Act 2015)

Petty offence cases are to be disposed of by the JJB through summary proceedings as provided under Sections 283-288  
of the Bhartiya Nagrik Surakhsha Sanhita, previously Sections 260-265 of the Criminal Procedure Code, 1973.

SIR - Report containing the detailed information on the circumstances of the child,  
socio-economic, psycho-social andother relevant factors (Rule 2(xvii), JJ Model Rules, 2016)

Serious offence cases (by children under 18 yrs) and heinous offences (by children under 16 yrs) are to be disposed of by the JJB following the procedures of trial in
summon cases as provided under Section 274-282 of the Bhartiya Nagrik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), previously Section 251-259 of the Criminal Procedure Code, 1973.

In cases where a child is treated as an adult, the Children’s Court is to follow the procedure of trial by sessions under Sections  
248-260 of the Bhartiya Nagrik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), previously Section 225- 237 of the Criminal Procedure Code, 1973.

Ability to understand
consequences of the offence

Circumstances
of offence

Mental
Capacity

Physical
Capacity

Stage 3  |  Inquiry before the JJB Institutions Process Order/Judgment  
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